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Flint artefacts from Rivne (Ukraine) in the collection
of the District Museum in Toruni

Beata Bielinska-Majewska

Abstract The aim of this publication is to present and illustrate selected bifacial products from amongst the flint artefacts
from Rivne (Ukraine) that are a part of the collection of the Torun District Museum’s Archaeological Department.
There is no data on their exact origin or the circumstances in which they were collected, thus analysing them
we have to be very cautious. By means of typological and comparative classification we can define them as Late

Neolithic to Bronze Age.

Kivonat Kovaké eszk6zok Rivnébdl a Toruni Korzeti Mizeum gyiijteményében

A tanulmany néhany kétoldali megmunkalasa kovaeszkozt mutat be, melyek Rivnébdl (Ukrajna) szarmaznak, és
jelenleg a Toruni Korzeti Muzeum Régészeti Osztalya Grzi Gket. A darabok eredet és fellelésiik pontos korilmé-
nyei ismeretlenek, ezért az analizis rendkiviil 6vatos. Osszehasonlité tipolégiai vizsgalat alapjan a kévek késé
neolitikus - korai bronzkori darabok lehetnek.
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1. Introduction

District Museum in Torun has a rich collection of archaeo-
logical artefacts accumulated over a long period of time and
in various circumstances, such as: products, assemblies, and
inventories dating from the Palaeolithic through to modern
times. These artefacts come from regular and rescue exca-
vations, as well as surface surveys. Some of the items have
been obtained for the museum as gifts from private individ-
uals. The aim of this publication is to present and illustrate
selected bifacial products from amongst the flint artefacts
that came to the museum in 1949 as a gift from Mikolaj
Karpow-Lipski.

2. Data

The presented artefacts are stored in the collection of the
Torun District Museum’s Archaeological Department under
the inventory number MT/A/191. In the inventory books
and catalogue cards these are described as coming from
Rivne (Réwne) in Ukraine (Fig. 1).

As was pre-determined Mikotaj Karpow-Lipski may be the
person about whom Tomasz Bojarczuk writes in his article
(Bojarczuk 2010). It should be mentioned that Karpow-Lip-
ski (1896-1981) traveled extensively. Among other places he
was in Zdolbuniv, and at the beginning of the World War I
he moved with his family to Kostopil in Volhynia, during
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World War IT he was employed at the experimental sta-
tion of the German department of medicinal herbs in Rivne
(Bojarczuk 2010: 81). As in the museum archives there is no
information on the exact location or the specific circum-
stances of the method of obtaining flint products, we can
only assume that the materials were collected by Karpow-
Lipski during hikes in and around Rivne.

3. Discussion

The collection transferred to the museum comprises of 24
flint products, which were made from a uniform flint type
of good quality - Volhynian flint. This kind of flint occurs,
inter alia in western Ukraine, north-western part of the
Volhynia plane and in Volhynian Polesie (Taras 1997). The
publication characterizes 14 flint forms developed with bi-
facial retouch. Other products which are excluded from the
analysis are mainly debris, cores, flakes and blades.

On the basis of the initial macroscopic materials analysis,
it seems that these products could originate from one site.
They are characterized by a similar technique and style of
make. The general condition of the artefacts is good. Among
the presented products there are the following forms: four
axes (including one preform), five tool fragments (includ-
ing likely fragments of the points and handles), two sickle-
shaped knifes, one probable cutting tool preform and two
unspecified products. The products are shown in the figures
(Fig. 2-5).

Based on preliminary characteristics we can say that the
surfaces of the axes are developed by large planar retouch,
and the edges are finished with fine retouch. These tools
have straight or slightly curved sides. On one of the axes
there are fragmentary remains of cortex (Fig. 2.1). Only one
of the axes is smaller in size compared with the others and is
covered with a patina (Fig. 2.2). As mentioned earlier, one of
the specimens is probably an axe preform (Fig. 2.4). The first
of the two bifacial knife specimens is made by means of a
careful retouch of the surface (Fig. 3.1), while the second is
developed carelessly (Fig. 3.2). Amongst the tools there was
also a point preform or a point with a marked handle (Fig.
3.3). Its lower (ventral) side is covered with surface retouch,
while the upper (dorsal) side shows fragmentary remains
of cortex. Portions of the edges are developed with near-
edge retouch. Among the tool fragments there are: a point
fragment (of a very precise surface retouch) (Fig. 4.1), two
probable handles (Fig. 4.2-3) and two tool fragments (one
a probable axe fragment, Fig. 4.4). In the analyzed material
there were also two unspecified products (Fig. 5.1-2).

In thematic literature the selected tools, mainly points and
knives occur under various names. Bifacial projectile points
are divided into several types and subtypes, such as: dag-
gers, points, spearheads and bifacial projectile points (Libera
2001). They are made of flat or fragmented natural concre-
tions, flakes or blades. Their surfaces are formed with flat
two-sided regular retouch. Similarly, the bifacial knives in
Polish literature also carry various names. They are called
i.e. sickles or sickle-shaped knives (Libera 2001). These were

made of flat nodules massive blades and flakes. Their sur-
faces are formed flat as described above and evened out
along the edges, occasionally with the use of denticulated
retouch. It should be mentioned that in the Early Bronze
Age prepared-core technique was used. It allowed produc-
tion of specialised tools (of high quality raw material), such
as: sickles, axes, etc.

4. Conclusions

Concluding it should be noted that the presented flint ar-
tefacts are loose finds lacking stratigraphic and cultural
context, which makes practically impossible to define their
chronological and cultural affiliation. In addition, the al-
ready mentioned lack of detailed historical data on their ac-
quisition and circumstances of the discovery leads to a very
careful typological and comparative classification. None-
theless, the analyzed materials were defined as probably
Late Neolithic to Bronze Age.

Presented flint products have not been previously pub-
lished. These materials should be treated as archival sources
that complement our knowledge on obtaining artefacts to
museums in the early twentieth century. In addition, they
complement our data on this category of artefacts stored in
museum collections.
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Figure 1. Location of Rivne (Réwne), Ukraine. // 1. abra. Rivne (Réwne) foldrajzi helyzete Ukrajnaban.
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Figure 2. Rivne (Rowne), Ukraine. Flint artefacts. 1-3: axes; 4: axe preform. //
2. abra. Rivne (Réwne), Ukrajna, kova eszkdzok. 1-3: baltak; 4: félkész balta.



Bielinska-Majewska — Flint artefacts from Rivne / Litikum 3 (2015) 39-45.

0 3cm

Figure 3. Rivne (Rowne), Ukraine. Flint artefacts. 1: sickle-shaped knife; 2: sickle-shaped knife preform (?); 3: point preform (?). //
3. abra. Rivne (Réwne), Ukrajna, kova eszkdzok. 1: sarl6 alakud kés; 2: félkész sarld alakd kés (?); 3: félkész hegy (?).
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Figure 4. Rivne (Rowne), Ukraine. Flint artefacts. 1: point fragment; 2-3, 5: tool fragments; 4: axe (?) fragment. //
4. abra. Rivne (Réwne), Ukrajna, kova eszkdzok. 1: hegy toredéke; 2-3, 5: toredékes eszkdzok; 4: balta toredéke (?).
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Figure 5. Rivne (Rowne), Ukraine. Flint artefacts. 1-2: tools. //
5. abra. Rivne (Réwne), Ukrajna, kova eszkdzok. 1-2: eszkdzok.
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