Ujabb asatasok a
katonavarosi

amfitedtrum kozelében
(Bp. I1L. ker., Lajos u. -
Nagyszombat u.,~Bokor u. 23-
25.,~Bécsi u. 60.)

A Budapesti Torténeti Muzeum
1995-ben harom, kiilénbozé tulaj-
donban 1évé ingatlanon végzett dsa-
tasokat Obuda-Ujlak térségében.
Mindhdrom régészetileg védett te-
lek esetében épitkezés (mélygarazs
épitése, ill. részleges beépités) tette
szitkségessé az elGzetes régészeti
kutatdsokat.

A Nagyszombat u.-Lajos u. taldl-
kozdsdndl fekvs, hatalmas, szabaly-
talan korcikk alaku teriilet (a VEN-
BUDA Kft. tulajdona, 15. kép, A.) és
az ehhez északnyugatrdl illeszkedd,
Bokor u. 23-25. sz. alatti (HOLLOS
Bt. tulajdondban 1évé, 15. kép, B.) te-
lek, Gsszesen mintegy 3500 m2-en
tobb szempontbol fontosnak igérke-
zett. Megszakitds nélkiil folytathat-
tuk a rémai katonavaros (canabae
legionis) déli régijanak 1989-ben és
1994-ben végzett kutatdsait észak-
északeleti irdnyban, az amfitedtrum
tészomszédsagdban, az egykori f6
kozlekedési 1t (limes tit) nyugati ol-
daldn, mely nagyjab6l a mai Lajos
u~Pacsirtamez6 u. nyomvonaldn
haladt észak-déli irdnyban. Janius

Recent excavations

in the proximity of the
Aquincum Military
amphitheater

(Budapest District 111, Lajos street -
Nagyszombat street, Budapest
District 111, Bokor street 23-25,
Budapest District III, Bécsi street 60)

The Budapest History Museum car-
ried out three excavations in the
Obuda - Ujlak region during 1995.
These three lots belonged to three dif-
ferent owners. Constructions (the
building of an underground parking
facility and partial construction in one
of the areas) in all cases were planned
on archaeologically protected land,
thereby making preventive archaeo-
logical excavations necessary.

The large irregularly shaped area,
similar to a section from a circle, lay at
the crossing of Nagyszombat street
and Lajos street (this lot is owned by
the VENBUDA Ltd.; Figure 15, A).
Together with the adjacent lot border-
ing on the northwestern side under
Bokor street 23-25 (owned by the
HOLLOS Securities Company; Figure
15, B) the two areas total approximate-
ly 3500 m’. This territory looked
promising from several points of view.
Research in the southern region of the
Roman military fortress (canabae
legionis) carried out in 1989 and 1994
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15. és december 15. kozott, 125 mun-
kanapot dolgoztunk a VENBUDA-
telken, dtlag 30 f6s létszdmmal. A
HOLLOS Bt. telkén 1 hénap allt ren-
delkezésiinkre oktéber 30 és novem-
ber 30 kozott. Utobbi teriilettel egy
idében a Bécsi ut 60. sz. telken
(GALIMPEX Kft. tulajdona) is lelet-
mentést kellett végezniink. A fGut
nyugati oldalan taldlhato telek nyu-
gati harmaddban, djkori épiilet el-
bontésa kozben, kemencék és sirok
keriiltek elS. Ez a teriilet az — utobbi
évtizedben Topal Judit dsatdsai nyo-
man ismertté valt — nagy kiterjedésii
romai temetdkorzet topografidjdhoz
nytjtott tovabbi értékes informacio-
kat. (Ismertetését Isd. az alabbiak-
ban, az dsatds technikai vezetését
végz6, francia kollégink - Patrice
Bertin — tolldbal).

Korabbi dsatdsaink alapjan tudtuk
(15. kép), hogy a VENBUDA-telken
nagymértékii gépi segitséget kell
majd igénybe venniink a 4-5 m mély
tjkori feltdltés eltivolitisihoz. Fel-
tételezhetd volt, hogy a kozépkori
rétegek, feliiletek épp ez utdbbi
nagymértékdi djkori kornyezetata-
lakitis miatt csak szdérvanyosan
lesznek megfigyelhetGk, tobbnyire a
kordbbi (rémai, ritkdbban Gskori)
kulttirjelenségekkel azonos mély-
ségben (15. kép, 1. objektum és 16.
kép).

Az djonnan feltért teriilet egészét

could be continued without interrup-
tion in a northeastern direction in the
vicinity of the amphitheatrum. This
area falls on the western side of the for-
mer main traffic route (limes road)
which ran in a north to south direction,
more-or-less, along the line of modern
day Lajos and Pacsirtamez? streets.

Between June 15 and December 15,
125 workdays were spent at the VEN-
BUDA site employing an average of 30
people. On the lot owned by the
HOLLOS Securities Company only a
month could be spent between
October 30 and November 30.

Simultaneously with this latter
operation, rescue excavations had to
be carried out at 60 Bécsi street, a lot
owned by the GALIMPEX Ltd. A
recent building was torn down in the
western section of the area located to
the west of the main road. Ovens and
graves were found under this build-
ing. This area has become known dur-
ing the last decade thanks to excava-
tions carried out by Judit Topal. That
work provided additional valuable
information concerning the archaeo-
logical topography of the large Roman
Period burial territory. (For details see
the description by our French field
director, Patrice Bertin).

On the basis of earlier excavations, it
was known (Figure 15) that large scale,
mechanized earth removal would be
required on the VENBUDA lot in
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16. kép

egy Gshumusszal kevert, agyagos,
kb. 50-80 cm vastag, sziirke réteg
fedte a bontatlan sziiz talaj felett,
melyet az évszazadok alatt egyen-
letesre szantottak és a Duna drada-
sai sordn tovdbb egyenlitGdott.
Minden, Kr. u. 16. szdzadnal korab-
bi objektumot vagy targyi emiéket
a kordbban tapasztalt modon,
ebben a rétegben taldltunk, ill. ott,
ahol ez az anyag toltotte be a mar
geologiai rétegekbe 4sott objek-
tumokat.

Igazoltuk azt a kordbbi megfi-
gyelést is, mely szerint az Antoninus
Pius negyedik konzulsdga alatt (Kr.
u. 145-ben) elkésziilt amfiteatrumot
(NEMETH Vezeté az Aquincumi
Miuizeum kdétaraban, 18, 30. -
épitkezési tabla a Bp. IIL ker. Viador
u. 8. sz.) természetes terepmélyedés-
be épitették. Asatdsunkon az egyko-
ri geologiai felszin kb. 1,5 m-t esik
északi iranyban.

Sajnalatos médon a teriilet néhany
terjedelmes részét nem kutathattuk:
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order to clear away the 45 m deep
modern fill. It was expected that due
to this massive modern influence,
medieval layers and surfaces would
only be sporadically observable. Even
these appeared for the most part at the
same depth as earlier (Roman Period,
less commonly Prehistoric) cultural
phenomena (Figure 15, feature 1 and
Figure 16).

The entire newly exposed surface
was covered by an approximately 50-
80 cm thick, grayish mixture of clay
and ancient humus on top of the
undisturbed virgin soil which had
been homogenized by plowing
throughout the centuries and was
additionally evened out by Danube
floodings. As experience had previ-
ously shown, all features and artifacts
predating the 16th century were found
in this layer or in features that pene-
trated underlying geological strata.

An earlier observation could be ver-
ified as well. The amphitheatrum con-
structed during the fourth consular
period of Antoninus Pius (in 145 AD;
NEMETH - Guide to the Lapidarium
of the Aquincum Museum, 18, 30. -
construction tablet from Budapest
District III, Viador street 8) was built
into a natural depression. The original
geological surface declines by some
1.5 to the north in the excavation area.

Unfortunately, large parts of this ter-
ritory could not be investigated due to:



* miiszaki (biztonsagi) okokbdl (15.
kép, a.),

o tal mélyre alapozott djkori
épiiletek helyén, (15. kép, b),

e ki nem valtott (él6) kozmiivek
(elektromos vezetékek) miatt (15.
kép, c)

* a teherjarmtivek kozlekedési
utvonaldn (rampdk, 15. kép, d).

Ertékes rétegtani informéciokat
nyujtott, az 1988-ban - Altmann
Julia és Debitzky Katalin altal -
teriiletiinkén nyitott 3 kutatéarok
(15. kép, e) dokumentécidja.

Teriiletiink telepiilésszerkezete, a
romai kori leletek alapjan két nagy-
obb régiéra és egyben elkiiloniilé

" idShorizontokra oszthatd. A teriilet

déli feliiletein tobbnyire az Kr. u.
2-3. szdzadi objektumok és leletek
keriiltek el6. Eszaki, északnyugati
szelvényeinkben egy Kr u. 4.
szdzadban hasznalt, rossz min6ség(i
ut jelent meg.

Déli feliiletek:

Délnyugati dsatési szelvényeinket
szorosan az 1989., ill. 1994. évi asatas
szelvényhal6jahoz igazodva jeloltitk
ki, igy az itt megjelend objektumok,
2-3. szazadi hulladékgodrok (15.
kép, 3.) és vizesdrkok (15. kép, 4.)
esetenként  pontosan  egybeve-
thet6ek korabban feltart részeikkel.
Ugyanez mondhaté el a bizonytalan

* technical reasons and safety precau-
tions (Figure 15, a)

» the deep foundations of some mod-
emn buildings (Figure 15, b)

» the protection of sensitive public
utility works (electric live wires;
Figure 15, c)

* road surfaces and ramps crossing
the area (Figure 15, d).

Valuable stratigraphic information
on this territory was available in the
documentation from three test trench-
es opened by Jilia Altmann and
Katalin Debitzky (Figure 15, e).

On the basis of Roman Period finds,
the settlement structure of the investi-
gated area may be divided into two
major regions as well as two time hori-
zons. The southern section is mostly
characterized by the occurrence of fea-
tures and artifacts dating to the 2nd-
3rd centuries AD. Squares opened in
the northern and northwestern sec-
tions revealed a poor quality road
used in the 4th century AD.

Southern surfaces:

Squares in the southwestern section
of the excavation area were tightly
adjusted to the grid of squares used
during the course of excavations in
1989 and 1994. The features discov-
ered here included refuse pits (Figure
15, 3) and drainage ditches (Figure 15,
4) dating to the 2nd and 3rd centuries.
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rendeltetésii coloprendszerekrél is
(15. kép, 5.).

A teriilet délnyugat traktusdban
nagy alapteriilet(i bedsast (15. kép, 6.
és 17. kép), ettdl keletre egy 4 m
mély, fahord6val bélelt kutat bontot-
tunk ki (15. kép, 7. és 18. kép).
Mindkét objektum betdltésébdl az
Kr. u. 2. szdzad masodik felére kel-
tezhet6 importkerdmia (rheinz-
aberni terra sigillata) keriilt el6. A
mély bedsastol észak-északnyugatra
rossz megtartdsti kdfalat talaltunk
(15. kép, 8.), északkelet-déInyugati
tdjoldssal, mely lezarja az el6z6
objektum északi elGterét. A fal alatt
1. szdzad végére, a 2. szazad elejére
keltezhet6 verem keriilt el6 (15. kép,
9.). Ezt a vermet nyugat felGl, keske-
ny drok (15. kép, 4. hatirolja,

In several cases, these features corre-
spond precisely to their sections iden-
tified during the course of fieldwork in
the aforementioned earlier excavation
seasons. The same holds true for the
system of posts whose function
remains unknown (Figure 15, 5).

17. kép

A large feature dug into the south-
western tract of the area (Figure 15, 6
and Figure 17) and a 4 m deep well
lined with wooden barrels east of it
(Figure 15, 7 and Figure 18) were exca-
vated. The fill of both features con-
tained import ceramics datable to the
second half of the 2nd century AD
(Rheinzabern terra sigillata). A poorly
preserved stone wall was found
north-northwest of the deep feature
dug into this section (Figure 15, 8). It



melynek bettltésében nagy menny-
iségli (vOros-fehér, vords-sirga és
kék festésii) freskotoredék kertilt
el6. Az ajt6 (vagy ablak) szegélyeket
diszitd toredékek, voros festést,
novénymintds vakolatdarabok nem
tudni, pontosan honnan kertilhettek
ide. Nehéz elképzelni, hogy a korab-
ban emlitett nagy beésas (15. kép, 6.
objektum), esetleg haz, helyiségét
diszitették volna, bar ennek szélesen
teriilt omladéka kozt is taldltunk
hasonléan festett vakolat-
darabkakat.

Kelet felé haladva két tjabb, Kr. u.
2. szazad mésodik felére keltezhetd
godor(haz) kovetkezett (15. kép, 10.
és 11. objektum). Az északi beasds
északi felét egy nagy ujkori épiilet
alapozasakor bolygattak meg. Ez az
tjkori épiilet t&bb szelvényrészben
elpusztitotta a kordbbi kulttr-
rétegeket (15. kép, 12.).

Az 15. képen 13-as szammal je-
lolt objektumot (drkot) atlépve,
olyan zondba ériink, ahol a rémai
korban (Kr. u. 2. szdzad) ipari te-
vékenység folyt, illetve ahovd a
romai uralom késébbi iddszaka-
ban (Kr.u. 3. szdzad) temetkeztek.
Ezt a kb. 200m2-es teret keletrdl és
nyugatrél vizesarkokkal védték
(15. kép, 12. és 14. objektumok).
Kozépen, észak-déli elrendezés-
ben harom kemence helyezkedett
el. Ezek koziill a kozépsonek csu-

was oriented northeast to southwest
thereby closing the front of the afore-
mentioned feature. Astorage pit dated
to the end of the 1st or the beginning
of the 2nd century AD was found
under this wall (Figure 15, 9). This
storage pit was bordered by a narrow
ditch to the west (Figure 15, 4). The fill
of this ditch contained quantities of
fresco fragments (painted red-white,
red-yellow and blue). Fragments that
decorated the frame of a door (or win-
dow) include pieces of plaster painted
red with floral patterns. It is unclear
how these pieces came to be deposit-
ed at the site. It is difficult to imagine
that they belonged to the large feature
(Figure 15, feature 6) which may have
been a house whose rooms were deco-
rated this way, although similarly
painted bits of plastering were found
among the widely spread rubble of
this building.

Proceeding toward the east, a pit
dwelling was found (Figure 15, fea-
tures 10, 11) which may be dated to the
second half of the 2nd century. The
northern section of the large feature in
the east was disturbed when the foun-
dations of a modern house were laid
down. This building destroyed previ-
ous culture bearing layers over several
squares (Figure 15, 12).

Crossing the feature (ditch) marked
by No. 13 in Figure 15, one enters a
zone where craft activities were pur-
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pan az alapozdsit tudtuk megfi-
gyelni. A hasznélaton kiviil 1évé
kemence késobbiekben hamu-
zotérként és hulladékgydijtéként
funkcionalt, arkaban nagy
mennyiségl hdzi keramia (f6leg
toredékek és egy ép fiistoledény)
keriilt el§, valamint néhany ron-
tott és félkész aru. Az els6 kemen-
cétél északra egy kisebbet (kb.
1,5m2 alapteriiletiit) épitettek. A
sorozat legdélebbi tagja (19. kép),
nagy, kb. 4m2 alapteriiletd, 1,5 m
magas kemence lehetett (15.kép,
15.). Fitdnyildsat délen, a szel-
vényfal ald bontva taldltuk meg.
Az ettd] keletre feltirt veremben
(15. kép, 16. objektum. és 20. kép)
olyan sotétbarna agyagot taldl-
tunk, mely egyértelmiien azonos a
nyers, félkész allapotban maradt,
rontott edények anyagdval.

g .

19. kép

Az ipari zondt északrdl hatalmas
bedsas zarta le. Az objektum,
melynek csak a déli és keleti
negyedét tarhattuk fel a teriiletét
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sued during the 2nd century AD.
During the later phases of Roman
occupation (3rd century AD) people
were buried here. This approximately
200m2 space was defended by water
ditches on its eastern and western
sides (Figure 15, features 12 and 14). In
the center, stood three ovens aligned
in a north-south arrangement. Of
these, only the foundations of the cen-
tral oven have survived. The thus
abandoned oven subsequently served
as an ash-cleaning and refuse area
with an accumulation of domestic pot-
tery in its ditch (predominantly sherds
and an intact smoking dish) and a
deposit of defective ware as well as
half-products. A smaller oven with a
1.5 m* base was built to the north of
this first oven. The southernmost oven
(Figure 19) in this series is large, 4 m’
and may have been 1.5 m tall (Figure

=
|

20. kép

15, 15). The firing hole was found in
the south in an extension below the
square’s wall. The storage pit east of
this feature (Figure 15, feature 16 and



lefeds, kivaltatlan BKV-kabelek
miatt, 2 m mély alaparokkal volt
ellitva. Ennek szélén padkat

képeztek ki, melyen vegyes tech-
nikdval épitett (ké-fa) fal nyu-
godott. A feltehetSen miihelyként
hasznalt épitmény mikodése -
importkeramidk alapjdn-szintén az
Kru. 2. szazad 2. felére keltezheto.
Az ismertebb leletanyag mellett
szerszamok (csont tik, kések,
kéeszkozok)  és  valoszintleg
impregnalasra hasznélt szuroktom-
bok keriiltek eld.

Pusztuldsa utdn hdrom sirt dstak
a nagy objektum kornyezetébe.
Délkeleti sarkatdl legtavolabb egy
késGi, bolygatott csontvazas sirt
talaltunk (15. kép, 18.), ettdl észa-
Fra két helyben hamvasztott sirt
(bustum), gazdag mellékletekkel
(15. kép, 19. és 20. objektum.,
valamint 21-22. kép). A harmadik
temetkezési godrot (15. kép, 20.)
médr az elpusztult nagy épiilet
omladékdba astik bele, tehat az Kr.
u. 2. szazad vége utan.

Figure 20) contained a dark brown fill
which is unambiguously identical
with the material of defective ware
and of the half-products.

This “industrial zone” was bordered
by a huge feature to the north. Only
the southern and eastern quarters of
this area could be excavated due to the
presence of underground cables of the
Budapest Transportation Company.
The feature had a 2 m deep foundation
ditch. It had a rim upon which a wall,
built using a mixed technique (stone
and wood), stood. On the basis of
imported ceramics it may be assumed
that this building, which was hypo-
thetically identified as a workshop,
functioned during the second half of
the 2nd century. In addition to the bet-
ter known classes of artifacts (bone
pins, knives, stone implements) lumps
of tar probably used in water-proofing
also came to light here.

Following the destruction of this
building, three graves were dug in its
environs. A disturbed inhumation
grave was found farthest from its




Eszaki feliiletek:

Az dsatdsi teriilet északi zondjat
nagyrészt elfoglalé tt (15. kép, 2.
objektum) igen rossz dallapotban
maradt fenn. Egyrétegd, erGsen szét-
szantott, tort kovekkel boritott
feliilet alkotta az tittestet, amelybe
méllékony, margds kotdanyagot
dongoltek. Az utat kétoldalt 1-1, kb.
1,5 m mély drok kisérte, melyekben
helyenként emberi csontvazakat

taldltunk (15. kép, 21.objektum és
23. kép). A hevenyészve arokba

23. kép

lokdosott, minden esetben melléklet
nélkiili csontvdzaknal is bizarrabb
képet nytjtottak az arkokbdl itt-ott
el6kertilS (levagott) koponydk, vagy
koponya-téredékek. Az egyik te-
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southeastern corner (Figure 15, 18).
Two cremation graves bumt on the
spot (bustum) were also found north of
this location. They were supplied with
rich grave goods (Figure 15, 19 and 20,
Figure 21-22). The third grave pit
(Figure 15, 20) was dug into the rubble
of the destroyed large building, that is,
it post- dates the 2nd century AD.

24. kép

Northern surfaces

The northern zone of the excavated
area was mostly occupied by a very
poorly preserved road (Figure 15, fea-
ture 2). It was composed of a single
layer of ground stone filled in with
soft marl. This cover was subsequent-
ly damaged by repeated plowing.
Two approximately 1.5 m deep ditch-
es ran on both sides of the road which
sporadically contained human skele-
tons (Figure 15, feature 21 and Figure
23). Even more bizarre than the bodies
tossed in the ditches with no grave
goods were the severed skulls and
skull fragments. One of these burials
had the explicit character of a mass



metkezésnek kimondottan tomeg-
sirjellege volt, (15. kép, 22. objektum
és 24. kép).

Az Gt nyomvonala enyhén észak-
nyugat/nyugat-délkelet/keleti
irdnyban épiilt ki, keleten érintette a
nagy ,miihely” szélét. Az dsatasi te-
rilet északnyugati  régiGjaban
(HOLLOS Bt. telke) derékszogben
északnak fordult, megkozelitGen az
amfiteitrum déli aréna-bejirata
(porta pompae) irdnyaba. Az 1t két
oldalit ezen a szakaszon is arkok
szegélyezik.

Az it feliiletérdl szelvényenként 5-
10 db, jobbéra Kr. u. 4. szdzadi érem
keriilt el§, néhany korabbi éremlelet
a 3. szazad végére datalhato.

Az it nyomvonalatél északra, egy
kozépkori bedsds kivételével (15.
kép, 23. objektum) csak szérvanyo-
san keriiltek el6 objektumok: kisebb
arkok és faszenes gerendafoltok (15.
kép, 24. és 25. objektum). Az dsatdsi
teriilet északnyugati traktusiban
feltirt egyrétegii koves feliiletek
(15. kép, 26. objektum) az it szét-
szantasdval, végsé pusztuldsival
jottek létre.

Hable Tibor

grave (Figure 15, feature 22 and
Figure 24).

The road was built in a slightly
northwest/west to southeast/east
direction touching the edge of the
large “workshop” on the east. In the
northwestern region of the excavated
area (the lot owned by the HOLLOS
Securities Company) the road turned
north in a rectangle, approximately in
the direction of the southern arena
entrance (porta pompae) of the
amphitheatrum. Both sides of the road
are accompanied by ditches in this sec-
tion as well.

In each square from 5 to 10 coins
were collected on the road surface.
Most of them are 4th century AD,
while some earlier finds may be dated
to the end of the 3rd century AD.

With the exception of a medieval
feature (Figure 15, feature 23), only
sporadic features were found north of
the road: smaller ditches and spots left
by carbonized timber (Figure 15, fea-
tures 24 and 25). Surfaces covered by a
single layer of stones found in the
northwestern tract of the excavated
area (Figure 15, feature 26) were prob-
ably created by the plowing that final-
ly destroyed the road.

Tibor Hable
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