Peltamintas arany fiilbeval6
Aquincumbdl

Aquincum polgdrvdrosdnak nyugati ré-
szén a fémkeresével végzett kutatds sordn
tobbek kozott egy aranytargy is el6kertilt.
(Koszonettel tartozom Lassdnyi Gdbor-
nak a filbevalé publikaldsara tortént fel-
kéréséért.) A tobb helyen sériilt, ossze-
hajlitott darabban rémai kori fiilbevalét
(Leltari szdma: BTM Aquincumi Muze-
um 2013.11.180. Mérete: 22x16 mm)
ismerhetiink fel (1. kép), amely az igen
véltozatos és latvanyos formédban készitett,
S akasztés, kombindlt tipusu filbevalok
koz¢ tartozik (FACSADY 2009, 79. X. ti-
pus). Az akasztéhurok helyzete alapjan
JKlipszként” torténé  (FACSADY 2008,
230) viselését feltételezhetjiik.

Az ékszer kor alakd, enyhén domborodé
fels6 része eredetileg 18 mm-es 4tméréjd,
kozepét igazgyongy disziti, amit a hdts6
keresztpdntra feltekert vékony huzal tart.
A gyongyszemet korilolels 4 mm széles
aranylemez diszitetlen, kiilsé oldaldhoz
attort diszd, hegyes csucsukkal befelé for-
dul6 peltdkbol 4ll6 sor csatlakozik. A hat-
oldalon a peltdk kialakitdsiahoz sziikséges
hdromszog és vese alakd kivagdsok élesen
kirajzolodnak, bizonyitva a megmunkalas
szinvonaldt. Az ékszer jellegzetes, S forma-
ra hajlitott akaszt6ja a nyitott foglalatnal
dltaldnosan alkalmazott médon, a hatol-
dalra kereszt alakban forrasztott pdntok
kozepére kerilt. A peltasor hatoldaldhoz

Gold earring with a pelta
motif from Aquincum

One of the objects produced by the metal
detecting research in the western part of
the Civil Town of Aquincum was made
from gold (I must thank Gabor Lassinyi
for asking me to publish the earring,) The
folded and in several parts damaged piece
could be recognized as a Roman Period
ecarring (Inventory number: BHHM Aqui-
ncum Museum 2013.11.180. Measure-
ments: 22X 16 mm; Fig. 1) that belongs
to the combined type of earring with
S-shaped hooks produced in fairly variable
and spectacular forms (FACSADY 2009,
79, type X). The position of the hook sug-
gests that it was probably worn as a clip
carring (FACSADY 2008, 236).

The center of the circular, slightly pro-
truding upper part of the jewelry that
originally had a diameter of 18 mm, was
decorated with a pearl fixed with a thin
wire rolled up onto the cross band on the
back. A row of openwork pelta motifs with
their sharp points turned inward is fixed
to the outer side of the 4 mm wide un-
decorated gold sheet framing the pearl
The triangular and kidney-shaped cuts
necessary for shaping the pelta motifs are
cleanly formed on the back side testifying
to the quality of the craftsmanship. The
characteristic S-shaped hook of the jewel
was fixed to the middle of the bands sol-
dered in a cross shape onto the back side,
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1. kép: Az arany fiilbevalé
Fig. 1: The gold earring

forrasztottdk az ékszer alsé részét tarté
fiiggbleges keresztpantokat, amelyek als,
visszahajlé végel tartottdk a szokatlanul
rovid csiingéket. A tartépantokra merd-
legesen, vékony huzalokkal odaerésitett
fvsor alkotja az elvalaszté tagot. Az ivek
vonaldt eredetileg véséssel is hangsilyoz-
tak, ezek azonban ma mar alig kivehetd-
ek. A hdrom, az ivekbe szinte belesimul6
gyongyszem kozil mdr csak egy maradt
meg, Sériilése kovetkeztében a peltasor
r6vid szakaszon hétrahajlott, az akaszt6
felsé része az egyik mintaclembe beakad-
va a hatoldalhoz simul.

Arozettaforma és a baretta tipus dsszeil-
lesztésével kialakult, kombinalt fiilbeval6k
szerkezeti felépitése azonos: egy kézponti
gyongyszemet vesz korbe az opus interra-
sile technikdval — vagy annak imitaldsdval
— készitett diszités, amit a felsé elemhez
illesztett hdrom vagy négy gyongyos cstin-
gbtdl vizszintes tag vilaszt el (2. kép). Az
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in a way generally applied in the case of
open settings. The vertical cross bands
holding the lower part of the jewel were
soldered to the back side of the pelta row,
and the curved lower endings held the un-
usually short pendants. The dividing ele-
ment is composed of a row of arches fixed
with thin wires at a right angle with the
supporting bands. The line of the arches
was originally also emphasized with inci-
sions, but this work is barely visible now.
Only one of the three pearls fit into the
arches survived. The pelta row was folded
backward due to damage so that the upper
part of the hook is bent onto the back side
and stuck into an element of the motif.
The structure of the earrings belonging
to the type created by combining the ro-
sette form and the so-called baretta-type
is the same: a central pearl is surrounded
by the ornament created with an opus in-
terrasile technique or its imitation. This



2. kép: Kombinadlt filbevalé tipusrajza
Fig. 2: Drawing of the combined earring type

clvdlaszté tag alakja az egyszert hosszukds
téglalap- vagy trapézformatdl a stilizdlt
llatmotivumok (toébbnyire szembenézd
delfinpdr) felhasznéldsdig terjedhet. Elsé-
sorban a keleti provincidkban és a Balkdn
teriiletén fordul elé, a motivumismét-
lések miatt Aimilia Yeroulanou tomeges
gyartasukat feltételezi (YEROULANOU
1999, 72). Mennyiségiik és kidolgozdsuk
apro6 eltérései ezt nem tdmasztjdk ald, a
tipus kedveltsége — éppen rendkiviili sok-
szinlisége miatt — azonban vitathatatlan.
Népszertiségét bizonyitja, hogy elkészitik
a valddi 4ttort technikara emlékeztetd, ke-
vesebb aranyat igénylé huzaltechnikdval is.
(TOPAL 1993, 24; FACSADY 2009, kat.
284)

Pelt4s fiilbevalok Pannonia déli részérdl
ismertek. A zdgrdbi Régészeti Muzeum-
ban 6rzott példanyok vasarlds sordn keriil-
tek a mizeumba, Cibalaebdl (Vinkovcei —
BALEN 2012, 61, cat. 59) és Sirmiumbol
(Srijemska Mitrovica — BALEN 2012, 61.
cat. 60) szdrmaznak. A cibalaei darab fels6

part of the earring is divided by a horizon-
tal element from the pendant with three
or four pearls (Fig.2). The shape of the
dividing element ranges from a simple ob-
long or trapezoid form to the application
of stylized animal motifs (mostly a pair
of dolphins turned towards each other). It
occurs primarily in the Eastern provinces
and in the Balkans. Aimilia Yeroulanou
has suggested that they were mass-pro-
duced based on the recurring motifs
(YEROULANOU 1999, 72). This theory
is not supported by the quantity of the
objects found and the small differences
found in their execution. The popularity
of the type — exactly due to its exception-
al diversity — is beyond debate. It is also
demonstrated by the fact that it was also
produced using a wire technique that re-
sembled real openwork but required less
gold (TOPAL 1993, 24; FACSADY 2009,
Cat. 284).

Earrings with pelta motif are known
from the southern part of Pannonia. The
items preserved by the Archaeological
Museum in Zagreb came into their col-
lections through purchase and actually
originated in Cibalae (Vinkovci — BALEN
2012, 61, Cat. 59) and from Sirmium (Sri-
jemska Mitrovica — BALEN 2012, 61, Cat.
60). The upper part of the piece from Ci-
balae is composed of six openwork peltae
and is decorated with an emerald bead in
the middle. The straight horizontal ele-
ment has only one pendant. The ecarring
from Sirmium, originating from an indefi-
nitely dated Roman Period grave, is a clos-
er analogy to the piece from Aquincum. Its
upper disk was also formed by six open-
work peltae, and there is a pearl framed
by a sheet in the middle. Only one of the
four pendants survived. The formation of
the pendant and the horizontal element
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része hat attort peltdbdl all, kozepét sma-
ragd gyongyszem disziti. Az egyenes vona-
la vizszintes tagon csupdn egy csiingé van.
Az aquincumi példanyhoz kozelebb 4ll a
sirmiumi, koézelebbrél nem ismert rémai
kori sirbél szdrmazé darab. Fels korong-
jat ugyancsak nyolc peltabdl alakitottak
ki, k6zepén lemezzel kérbevett igazgyongy
van. Négy cstingdje kozil csupdn egy ma-
radt meg, a csiingd és a vizszintes tag ki-
képzése az aquincumiétol eltérd.
Legajabb aranyékszertink pontos parhu-
zamat ismerhetjiik fel a nisi Nemzeti Mu-
zeumban 6rzott (YEROULANOU 1999,
cat. 41; DAVIDOV-PESIC-JOCIC 2004,
194, cat. 148), kozelebbi lel6hely meghata-
rozas nélkiil, Dardanidbél szarmazé fiilbe-
val6-parban. Analdgiaként tekinthetink a
mai Jerash (Jorddnia) tertiletén eldkertlt
szarkofdgok ¢kszerei (NAGHAWI 1989,
2006) kozott a G 412 jelzést filbeval6-pér-
ra is. A sirokat a publikal6 a 3. szdzad vé-
gére — 4. szdzad elejére keltezi. Kozelebbi
teriileten is taldlhaté ékszertinkhoz ha-
sonld: 3. szdzadra keltezhetd a trapezoid
elvdlaszto taggal és hdrom csiingével ké-
szitett pleveni (Bulgaria, YEROULANOU
1999, cat. 376) sirmellékletként eldkertilt
arany fiilbeval6-par. Az ismeretlen lel6he-
lyt, a baltimore-i Walters Arts Galleryben
6rzott (YEROULANOU 1999, cat. 378)
¢kszer ugyancsak trapezoid elvilaszté tag-
gal késziilt, harom cstng6jén azonban az
igazgyongyok mellett ékkoves foglalattal is
diszitett. A sziriai Bosrdban talalt fiilbe-
val6-par (BALDINI LIPPOLIS 1999, 48,
Fig 21) pelta mintdzata az aquincumi pél-
dannyal megegyez6, kozepének kialakitdsa
és clvdlasztoé tagjinak formdja azonban
kilonbozik. Ismert a nyugati provincidk
tertiletérdl is egy peltamintdval diszitett,
kombindlt tipust fiilbevalé-par (GREI-
FENHAGEN 1975, 56-57), a gall-rémai

54

is different from those found on the piece
from Aquincum.

An exact analogy to the Aquincum ear-
ring can be recognized in the pair of ear-
rings coming from Dardania and held in
the National Museum in Ni§. The exact
find spot of this earring pair has not been
identified (YEROULANOU 1999, Cat.
41; DAVIDOV-PESIC-JOCIC 2004, 194,
Cat. 148). The pair of earrings marked as
G 412 among the jewelry from the sar-
cophagi found in the territory of today’s
Jerash (Jordan; NAGHAWI 1989, 206) can
also be considered an analogy. The graves
were dated to the AD late 3rd — carly 4th
century by the archaeologist publishing
them to the Aquincum find. One can
find similar earrings from closer territo-
ries as well: the pair of gold earrings found
as gravegoods in Pleven (Bulgaria, YER-
OULANOU 1999, cat. 376) and dated
to the AD 3rd century was created using
a trapezoid dividing element and three
pendants. The piece, now housed in the
Walters Arts Gallery in Baltimore (YER-
OULANOU 1999, cat. 378), was also
made with a trapezoidal dividing element,
but the three pendants are also decorated
with gemstone settings in addition to the
pearls. The pelta ornament on the pair of
carrings found in Bosra, Syria (BALDINI
LIPPOLIS 1999, 48, Fig. 21) corresponds
to the ornament on the Aquincum piece,
but the formation of its center and the
shape of the dividing element is different.
A pair of combined type carrings decorat-
ed with pelta motifs is known from the
western provinces as well (GREIFENHA-
GEN 1975, 56-57) although the upper
rosette of this piece of jewelry from a Gal-
lo-Roman treasure hoard is framed by a
row of peltae turned outward with round-
ed bottoms. The shape of the rounded



kincsbdl valg ékszer felsé rozettdjit azon-
ban lekerekitett alju, kifelé nézé peltasor
veszi korbe. A lekerekitett {vi amazon-
pajzs formdja énmagaban is haszndlt mo-
tivum, Pannonidbél Annamatia tdbordban
4. szdzadi kontextusbsl (KOVACS 2001,
73) ismert egy cstingds fiilbevalé.

Pelta diszitésre az S akasztds, rozetta
formdju fiilbevalok kozott keleti és nyu-
gati provincidkban egyarant taldlhatunk
példit. Ciprusrdl szdrmazik a Metropo-
litan Museumban 6rzott, aranylemezbdl
kivagott peltamintdval diszitett, hidnyos
darab (MYRES 1914, no. 3818), s hasonld
disz(i a britanniai Silchesterben elékeriilt,
gondosan megmunkalt példany (ALLA-
SON-JONES 1989, 57, Cat. 59, Pl. 25) is.

Altalanos kozkedveltsége ellenére Bir-
bel Pfeiler megillapitdsa szerint a kora r6-
mai korszakban a pelta ékszeren alig fordul
el (PFEILER 1970, 52,97). A2-3. szdzad
forduléjan észlelhetd izlésvaltds, amely az
opus interrasile technika el6térbe kertilé-
sét is el6segitette (FACSADY 2013, 104),
a felhasznalt mintakincs részévé tette. A 3.
szdzad folyamdn az ékszerek tobb fajtdjan
(FACSADY 1999/2000, 284) is lathatjuk:
nyakldncon, rozettds filbevalén, kiilon-
boz6 tipusu gytrikén, medalionokon és
attort karperec kiegészité motivumaként.
Készitési  idejének  meghatdrozasihoz
azonban a legjobban az ékszerkeretbe fog-
lalt érmek adhatnak timpontot. Az aqu-
incumi ékszeren is felhaszndlt peltaminta
kor alakd kereteken tinik fel, cstucsukkal
az érem felé forduld, ives oldalukkal 6sz-
szeérd, lemezbdl kivagott peltdk sordbol
all. A hegyes alju peltdkat ivel6dé oldala
haromszogekkel és vese alaku kivdgasokkal
alakitjék ki, kozepitkon gyakran ékvéséssel
formazzak. A mintdzat egyik véltozatanal
—amely inkdbb a kevésbé gondos kiképzés-
bél, mint tudatos valtoztatdsbol adodik —a

Amazon-shield motifs was used by itself
as well. There is also an earring with a pen-
dant from an AD 4th century context at
the auxiliary fort of Annamatia in Panno-
nia (KOVACS 2001, 73).

Examples of pelta decoration among
the rosette-shaped ecarrings with an
S-shaped hook can be found both in the
eastern and the western provinces. The
fragmentary piece preserved in the Met-
ropolitan Museum decorated with pelta
motifs cut out from a gold plate originates
in Cyprus, (MYRES 1914, no. 3818). The
carefully executed piece found in Silches-
ter in Britain bears a similar decoration as
well (ALLASON-JONES 1989, 57, cat.
59, P1. 25).

In spite of its general popularity, Bir-
bel Pfeiler has noted that the pelta motif
hardly ever occurs on jewelry from the ear-
ly Roman Period (PFEILER 1970, 52; 97).
A change in taste can be observed at the
turn of the AD 3rd century which contrib-
uted to the spread of the opus interrasile
technique as well (FACSADY 2013, 104),
turning it into a part of the applied set of
ornaments. It can be seen on a number of
jewelry types during the AD 3rd century:
on necklaces, rosette earrings, on various
types of rings, medallions and as a com-
plementary motif for openwork bracelets.
However, coins set into frames in pieces of
jewelry serve as the best reference point
for determining the time of their produc-
tion. The pelta motif, also applied on the
earring from Aquincum appears on circu-
lar frames and consists of a row of peltae
cut out from a plate, turned with their
pointed ends towards the coin and con-
nected on their curved sides. Peltaec with
pointed bottoms are formed by cutting
out triangles with curved sides and kidney
shapes. The pelta shape was often formed
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peltdk kozotti részt ugyancsak egy-egy vé-
séssel jelzik (FACSADY 1999/2000, 283).
A legkordbbi érem, amelynek keretbe fog-
laldsakor ezt a motivumot alkalmazzik,
Septimius Severus verete (DAMM 1993,
17). A motivum felttnik a Severus-kor
tobb csdszardnak befoglalt érme mellett
II. Gordianus (AUBIN-BARATTE-LAS-
COUX-METZGER 1999, 127) és Philip-
pus Arabs pénzeivel diszitett medaliono-
kon (FACSADY 1999/2000, 283) is.

Az ékszertipus és a peltamotivum hasz-
nalata alapjan az aquincumi arany fiilbe-
val6 készitését a 3. szdzad kozepére keltez-
hetjiik.

R. Facsddy Annamdria
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with chip carving There is one variation
of the motif — one rather the result of the
less elaborate execution than a conscious
variant — where the section between
the peltac was also marked with carving
(FACSADY 1999/2000, 283). The carliest
coin inserted into a frame on which this
motif was applied was issued by Septimius
Severus (DAMM 1993. 17.). The motif
also appears with the inset coins of a num-
ber of emperors from the Severus dynasty
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coins of Gordian III (AUBIN-BARATTE-
LASCOUX-METZGER 1999, 127) and
Philip the Arab (FACSADY 1999/2000,
283).

Based on the jewelry type and the use
of the pelta motif, the production of the
gold earring from Aquincum can be dated
to the AD mid-3rd century.
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